
This remarkable photo is the Leningrad Higher Cavalry School class of 1924/25. Red circles are officers 
related to The Forgotten Battles. Lying in 1st row: on left Prokofy Romanenko (48th Army Commander), Sitting in 
the 2nd row (left to right): 7. Andrey Yeremenko (1st Baltic), 9. Ivan Bagramyan (1st Baltic). 3rd row (left to 
right): 5. Konstantin Rokossovsky (1st Belorussian), 9. Georgy Zhukov (STAVKA). Yellow circles are other 
people of interest: 2nd row (left to right) 2. Sergei Sinyakov (chief-of-staff 5th Air Army assigned to 2nd Ukr Front 
in Third Winter), 4. Alexander Zubok (executed during the great purge),  5. Mikhail Batorsky (executed during 
the great purge). 3rd row (left to right) 2. possibly Ivan Konev (2nd Ukrainian Front, there are conflicting 
identifications), 3. Mikhail Samokrutov (suicide in 1940, not clear why), 4. Mikhail Savelyev (5th Guards Tank 
Army commander at Korsun Pocket and in Hungary, captured Vienna), 7. Vladimir Chistyakov (6th Guards Army 
Commander just off-map to the north of Forgotten Battles), 8. Hayk Bakhchinyan (executed during the great 
purge), Back row (left to right) 2. is Nikita Mishuk (executed during the great purge), 3 is Pyotr Samsonovich
Ivanov (18th Cavalry division commander, suicide in 1942), 4. is Leonid Bobkin KIA in 1942.



1st Belorussian Front (Central Front until 20 Oct 43, 
then Belorussian Front until 17 Feb 44), was 
commanded by Konstantin Rokossovsky. Rokossovsky 
was Polish, having been born in Warsaw, and fought 
with great distinction during the Russian Civil War. In 
1937 he fell victim to the Great Purge, during which he 
was branded a traitor, imprisoned and tortured. After 
Soviet failures in the Winter War of 1939-1940, 
Rokossovsky was taken out of prison and reinstated due 
to an urgent need for experienced officers. He was 
instrumental in many of the Soviet successes during the 
war: the defense of Moscow, and the counterattacks at 
Stalingrad and Kursk. Subsequently, Rokossovsky 
planned and led part of Operation Bagration for which 
he was made a Marshal of the Soviet Union. He was an 
inspiring, confident and innovative leader and very 
popular with his troops. After the war, Rokossovsky 
became Defense Minister and deputy chairman of the 
Council of Ministers in the newly-established Polish 
People's Republic. Forced out of office in Poland in 1956 
after Władysław Gomułka became the leader of Poland, 
Rokossovsky then returned to the Soviet Union, where 
he lived out the rest of his life until his death in 1968.



Vasily Danilovich Sokolovsky led the Western Front. He was Belorussian, having been 
born at Grodno (hex A18.12 in Forgotten Battles). Much of Sokolovsky's experience was in 
staff roles and he became a protégé of Georgy Zhukov. Zhukov eventually placed him in 
command of the Western Front during the battle of Kursk, Operation Kutuzov and the 
Forgotten Battles time period. His command style was the opposite of Rokossovsky, and 
most of his offensive plans were unimaginative frontal attacks. These led to severe 
casualties for minimal gains, and he failed to capture his primary objectives of Vitebsk and 
Orsha. Glantz assesses him this way (in his book Battle of Kursk): "Sokolovsky's reputation 
as a superb organizer must be tempered by his role in the Mars defeat of November to
December 1942 and by his subsequent removal from 
Front command in April 1944 for his poor performance 
and the heavy losses incurred by his Front in operations in 
eastern Belorussia. The survival of Sokolovsky's 
reputation during the war and his prominence in the
postwar years (as Chief of the 
General Staff, Minister of 
Defense, and author of 'Military 
Strategy') was due, in part, to his 
association with Zhukov."



1st Baltic Front, named Kalinin Front until 12 Oct 
43. Andrey Yeremenko was the commander until 19 
Nov 43. Yeremenko had done very well during the 
initial Barbarossa battles in front of Smolensk and 
Moscow, then was the Front commander at 
Stalingrad. He was a strong commander who was 
shuttled to different locations, commanding five 
different Fronts and an independent Army over the 
course of the war. His successor was Ivan 
Bagramyan. Bagramyan was an Armenian whose 
experience in military planning as a chief of staff 
allowed him to distinguish himself early during the 
Soviet counter-offensives. He was given his first 
command of a unit in 1942, and in November 1943 
received his most prestigious command as the 
commander of the 1st Baltic Front. Subsequent to 
the Forgotten Battles operations, he led this Front in 
the offensives which pushed German forces out of 
the Baltic republics, then captured Memel and 
Königsberg. Bagramyan continues to hold esteemed 
status among Armenians today. In 1960, then-
Marshal Bagramyan was in charge of Operation 
Anadyr, the transportation of nuclear missiles to 
Cuba which precipitated the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Yeremenko (right) with Khrushchev 
(left) at Stalingrad in 1942

Bagramyan



2nd Belorussian Front was formed 17 Feb 
44 to fill the gap which grew between 1st 
Belorussian and 1st Ukrainian Fronts. Its role 
was to capture Kovel (C14.12). 2nd Belo was 
commanded by Pavel Kurochkin, former 
chief-of-staff of the 1st Ukrainian Front 
under Konev (where he planned the Korsun 
offensive). Stalin was disappointed in this 
Front's failure to capture Kovel and it was 
disbanded in early April 1944. Kurochkin 
commanded 60th Army for the remainder of 
the war. Kovel was finally captured during 
Bagration in July 1944.

Immediately after the war, Kurochkin was 
deputy commander-in-chief of the Soviet 
Military Administration in Germany, then 
assistant commander-in-chief of the Far 
Eastern Military District. He was later 
Commandant of the Frunze Military 
Academy. Kurochkin died in Moscow in 
1989.

Kurochkin in 1939



3rd Panzer Army - Georg-Hans Reinhardt commanded this Army for nearly three years, 
from Operation Typhoon in 1941 until it was shattered during Operation Bagration. Having 
not conducted significant offensive operations since early 1942, this was a "panzer" army in 
name only. Reinhardt was a capable commander, but he was operating in the most active 
partisan area on the entire Russian Front. His troops took brutal measures in conducting 
"rear-security operations" that involved killing the population of entire villages. Reinhardt 
replaced Busch as Army Group Center commander in August 1944. After the war, he was 
found guilty of war crimes and imprisoned until 1952. After 1954, Reinhardt served as 
president of the present-day Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for Security Policy), 
a non-partisan policy “think tank” in Germany.

Reinhardt (with goggles) in 
1941. Walter Krüger (later LVIII 
Panzer Corps commander) is 
speaking to him.



9th Army - Another excellent practitioner of defensive warfare was the 
9th Army's commander, Walter Model. Model had led the 9th Army 
through the brutal defensive battles at Rzhev and then the failed 
northern pincer at Kursk. Once the Soviet advance to the Dnepr had 
been halted (November 1943), Model moved to command Army Group
North. He halted the Soviet advance before Warsaw and thereafter faced the Western Allies in France 
and Germany, killing himself at war’s end. While a successful wartime general and valued for his 
defensive tenacity, he was universally disliked by those who worked with him for abusive, foul-
mouthed, micro-managing behavior. His staff often referred to him as the “Frontline Pig.”
Model was replaced by Josef Harpe. Harpe had previously led the 41st Panzer Corps and was perfectly 
capable as an Army commander. However, he is primarily remembered for his brutality. Combating 
partisan activity, Harpe set up the makeshift Ozarichi death camp where thousands were murdered. It 
has been called "one of the worst crimes the Wehrmacht ever committed against civilians." He 
somehow managed to escape prosecution after the war and died a free man in 1968.

Model Harpe



4th Army - Sokolovsky's unimaginative leadership of 
Western Front made little headway against the German 
4th Army, but he was also facing the premier defensive 
specialist of the Wehrmacht. Gotthard Heinrici was 
thoroughly familiar with the command, having led the 4th 
Army for 18 months. He was a genius admired by his 
peers, although little-known today because he was, in the 
words of one historian, "as charismatic as a 20-pound 
sack of fertilizer." He was revered by his officers and men 
who nicknamed him Unswer Giftzwerg (literally "our 
poison dwarf" but meaning "our tough little bastard") in 
recognition of his character and lack of physical stature.

Heinrici angered Hitler by arguing for an Army Group 
Center retreat early in 1944. Hitler relieved him, and much 
of the 4th Army was annihilated during Bagration. Heinrici 
was later to defend effectively in the northern part of 
Hungary (Hungarian Rhapsody) and then commanded 
Army Group Vistula for the final battles around Berlin. 
After the war, he helped create the Operational History 
(German) Section of the United States Army Center of 
Military History, harnessing the operational knowledge 
and experience of German prisoners of war for the United 
States Army. He died in 1971.



Army Group Center - Günther von Kluge had 
commanded AGC for nearly two years. As 
Axis resistance stiffened around the Dnepr in 
late October 43, he was badly injured in an 
auto accident and only returned to duty as OB 
West in July 1944. Kluge supported the Hitler 
bomb plot and committed suicide in August 
1944 when he was summoned to Berlin to 
explain himself.

Kluge was succeeded by Ernst Busch. Busch 
had done capably in Corps and Army 
command but much of this was on static 
fronts. He proved wanting at the Army Group 
level, showing little independence in 
exercising his command and often deferring 
to Hitler's orders without protest. Busch was 
easily browbeaten by Hitler into ordering units 
to stand fast when they needed to retreat or 
to send his reserves out of theatre. After the 
catastrophe of Operation Bagration, Hitler 
fired him. Restored to a shadow Army Group 
in the last days of the war, Busch died in an 
Allied POW camp in August 1945.

Von Kluge (above) inspecting the French 
LVF in 1941. This unit is present in 
Forgotten Battles. Busch (below) during the 
war.



Dietrich Von Choltitz, 11th Panzer Division commander. Later, he 
was the commander of the Paris garrison who surrendered the 

city rather than follow Hitler’s order to destroy it.

Sch — Oberst Gerhard Schmidthuber, 2nd 
Pz Div. Later 13th Pz Div commander and 
head of German forces in Hungary; killed 
during breakout attempt from Budapest.

Von Sauc — Dietrich von Saucken, 4th Pz Div 
commander, later 2nd Army commander. Personified 

the archetypal aristocratic Prussian conservative who 
despised the braune Bande ("brown mob") of Nazis. 

Imprisoned by the Soviets until 1955.



Pavel Batov. Appears in Crimea as leader of “Group Batov” 
responding to the initial German invasion in 1941. He later 

commanded the 65th Army at Stalingrad. Batov became a 
protégé of Soviet Marshal Rokossovsky and served under 
him for the remainder of the war, playing a key role in the 

Don battles, Operation Bagration and the final assault on 
the Reich. He was particularly renowned for river-crossing 

expertise. His 65th Army plays a major role in the upcoming 
OCS title The Forgotten Battles.

Alexander Gorbatov. A Cavalry Division Commander during the Civil War. 
During the Great Purge of Soviet officers, Gorbatov was convicted of 
"being an enemy of the people" and was sent to the Kolyma gold mines as 
punishment. After several years of working as a manual laborer, he was 
rehabilitated and reinstated in the Red Army at his previous rank in March 
1941. Gorbatov was appointed commander of the 3rd Army in 1943 and 
led it to the end of the war. He was appointed Soviet commandant of 
Berlin in 1945, under the Zhukov’s command. Gorbatov was commander 
of the Soviet Airborne Forces and the Baltic Military District in the 1950’s, 
eventually achieving four-star rank.

Ivan Fedyuninsky. Commander of the 24th Motorized 
Regiment in the Battle of Khalkhin Gol, where he led a key 
breakthrough. Commanded a Corps near Kovel at the start 
of Operation Barbarossa, then led Operation Iskra (“Spark”) 
which broke the Siege of Leningrad. Commander of the 11th 
Army in Forgotten Battles until the end of 1943, when he 
returned to the Leningrad area to lead 2nd Shock Army. He 
was responsible for the capture of Narva in 1944.



Nikolay Krylov. Chief of staff first for the 
defense of Odessa, then Sevastopol and finally 
62nd Army under Chuikov at Stalingrad (Krylov 
is on the left, Chuikov next to him in this photo 
taken during the Stalingrad battle). 
Commanded the 21st Army until Oct 1943 
when he took over 5th Army. He led 5th Army in 
Forgotten Battles, Bagration and the invasion of 
Manchuria. Became Marshal in 1962 and 
founded the Strategic Rocket Forces in 1963, 
essentially creating the Soviet Union’s ICBM 
force.

Vasily Gordov. Very much a hard-luck 
General. Gordov was commander of the 21st 

Army during the Barbarossa battles at 
Smolensk, Kiev, and the disastrous Kharkov 

counteroffensive. His army was pushed back 
at Voronezh in June 1942, and Gordov 

became leader of the Stalingrad Front. This 
Front was defeated by the German Sixth 

Army at the Battle of Kalach and Gordov was 
relieved. He led the 33rd Army during the 

Forgotten Battles period as part of the 
Western Front, making bloody frontal attacks 

in the Vitebsk area. In 1947, he made 
remarks critical of Stalin’s policies to his 

chief-of-staff, following which he was 
arrested, tried and executed in 1950.



Kurt von Tippelskirch. After the unfortunate experience of being the Wehrmacht liaison to 
the Italian 8th Army during the Stalingrad campaign, von Tippelskirch led the XII Corps 
throughout the Forgotten Battles campaign.  He took over the 4th Army just in time for it to be 
wrecked during Bagration. He later held army commands in Lorraine (1944), Italy (1945) and 
commanded Army Group Vistula in the last days of the war.

Johannes Friessner. Freissner commanded the 102nd Infantry Division and was 
then promoted to lead the XXIII Corps during the first half of the Forgotten Battles 

Campaign. He then commanded the Narva defenses until he was sent to take over 
Army Group South Ukraine in July 1944. After his forces were pushed back past 

Budapest by Malinovsky’s offensive (Hungarian Rhapsody), he was relieved. In 1951 
he became chairman of the Verband deutscher Soldaten (Union of German Soldiers, 

VdS), until he justified the invasion of Poland as protecting ethnic Germans and 
praised the Waffen SS compared with the July 20 bomb plotters. Oops. He later 

advised on the redevelopment of the German Army and wrote his memoirs, Betrayed 
Battles.

Helmuth Weidling. After commanding the 86th Infantry Division, 
Weidling became the leader of the XLI Panzer Corps from 15 Oct 

1943 until 1945. While Weidling was in command, XLI Panzer Corps 
was responsible for an atrocity committed by the Wehrmacht in the 
Soviet Union during the war. Up to 50,000 civilians were deliberately 

infected with typhus, and placed in a "typhus camp" in the area of 
Parichi (hex D2.22), in the path of oncoming Red Army forces, in the 

hopes that would cause a massive outbreak of typhus among the 
Red Army soldiers. It didn’t. Weidling’s Corps was eventually part of 

the final battle at Berlin, and he was appointed commander of the 
city’s defense. He surrendered the remnants of the German garrison 

to General Chuikov on 2 May 1945. Weidling was imprisoned by the 
Soviets and died in captivity in 1955.



Robert Ritter von Greim. Von Greim wasn’t born into the aristocracy, he earned 
admittance for valor in World War 1 during a life which could be a novel.  As a WW1 fighter 
ace with 28 victories, he was awarded the Bavarian Order of Max Joseph, which came with 
a knighthood. He returned to Munich where he fell in with the early Nazi movement and 
participated in the 1923 Beer Hall Putsch. The following year he was recruited by the 
Chinese to help build an air force. There he met and befriended a member of the Soviet 
military mission, Konstantin Rokossovsky. Starting in 1933 he helped Goering rebuild the 
Luftwaffe, managing the Fighter school and then helping develop the DFS 230 glider. 
During the war he briefly commanded the 5th Fliegerkorps then spent the bulk of the war 
commanding air activities on the Russian Front. He took command of Luftflotte 6 in 
February 1943. Summoned to Berlin in the very last days of the war, he flew to Gatow in a 
FW.190 with female test-pilot Hanna Reitsch riding in the fuselage behind him. They 
continued in a Fiesler Storch to the Chancellery, but the plane was hit by AA fire and 
Griem shot in the foot.  Reitsch managed to reach the controls and land at an improvised 
air strip by the Brandenburg Gate. Hitler promoted Greim to Field Marshal (the last person 
promoted to this rank) and made him commander of the Luftwaffe, having just fired 
Goering in abstentia for treason.  There wasn’t much Luftwaffe left to command, so a few 
days later Griem was told to arrest Heinrich Himmler.  He and Reitsch flew out of Berlin 
the evening of 28 April 1945, the last plane to fly out of the besieged city. Greim was 
captured by the American Army in Bavaria a few days later and committed suicide shortly 
afterwards.

2nd Army - Led by Walter Weiss for over two years, until March 1945. Weiss was born on the 
map (Tilsit, hex A8.35), but information about him beyond a list of commands and honors is 

difficult to find. He ended the war in command of the remnants of Army Group North. 2nd Army 
had the difficult challenge of facing off against the aggressive Rokossovsky, where it became 

ever more stretched out defending the southern portion of the Prypet Marsh and maintaining a 
tenuous contact with Army Group South.



Friedrich Gollwitzer. Commanded LIII Army Corps 
during the Forgotten Battles period.  In the photo, he is 
on the right, surrendering to Soviet generals Aleksandr 
Vasilevsky and Ivan Chernyakhovsky during Bagration. 

He was imprisoned in the Soviet Union until 1955. Very 
little biographical information is available about him.

Herbert Otto Gille. Gille was a recipient of the Knight's Cross of the 
Iron Cross with Oak Leaves, Swords and Diamonds, making him the 
most highly decorated Waffen-SS member of the war. Gille joined the 
Nazi Party and the SS in 1931 and in 1934 he joined the SS combat 
support forces. In 1940 he was appointed a regimental commander in 
the SS Division Wiking.  With his regiment, Gille participated in the 
Operation Barbarossa in 1941 and in the advance to Kuban in 1942; he 
received the Knight's Cross on 8 October 1942. He then took 
command of the Wiking Division on the Eastern Front. Early in 1944, 
Gille participated in the breakout of the Group Stemmermann from the 
Korsun-Cherkassy Pocket.  His units appear in Forgotten Battles 
should the Soviets threaten to capture Kovel at the junction of Army 
Groups Center and South. In January 1945 Gille, as leader of the IV SS 
Panzer Corps, led the failed attempt to relieve the encircled German 
and Hungarian troops in the Battle of Budapest. After the war, Gille 
became active in HIAG, a lobby group and a revisionist veteran's 
organization founded by former high-ranking Waffen-SS personnel in 
West Germany in 1951.  Gille died in 1966.



Sergei Rudenko. Commanded 16th Air Army (attached to the 1st Belorussian Front), later the 
Airborne Army. Born on 20 October 1904 in Korop, Russian Empire. A shoemaker’s son, he 
joined the Red Army in 1923, graduating from the Crimea Military Flight Academy and entering 
the Soviet Air Force as an officer. He commanded the Soviet 16th Air Army during World War II, 
leading it during the counterattack against the Axis Powers from October 1942 until the end of 
the war. In May 1944, he was promoted to Colonel-General. After the war, Rudenko was in 
charge of the Soviet Airborne Troops, and then led the Gagarin Military Academy from May 1968 
to August 1973. He died in 1990.

Konstantin Vershinin. Commanded 4th Air Army (Attached to the 
Western Front). Left his job at a sawmill to join the Bolshevik 
revolution. By the time of Forgotten Battles he commanded the 4th 
Air Army. Vershinin served as Commander of the Soviet Air Force 
from 1946-49 and from 1957 to 1969, as well as being a Deputy 
Minister of Defense of the USSR. On 8 May 1959 he was promoted 
to Chief Marshal of Aviation. He supervised the transition of the 
Red Air Force into the jet age.

Mikhail Gromov. Commanded 1st Air Army (attached to 
2nd Belorussian Front). Gromov became a record-setting 
test pilot in the 1920’s and 30’s, including a then-record 

non-stop flight from Moscow to California in 1937. He 
headed several Air Armies from 1942 to  1944, after 

which he was in charge of combat training for Frontline 
Aviation. Gromov was also a Soviet champion weightlifter 

in 1923 and led the Weightlifting Federation of USSR for 
several years after his military service ended. The Flight 

Research Institute in Russia is named in his honor.

Nikolai Filippovich Papivin. Commanded 3rd Air Army 
(attached to 1st Baltic Front), limited info available.
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